PERFINS 
(PERFORATED INITIALED STAMPS) 


his exhibit will tell the story of the use of perforated initialed stamps (perfins) from its 
precursors and its various uses. 


TO PREVENT THEFT 





In 1859, The Oxford Union Society adopted the practice of printing its initials on the face of stamps it provided free to its 
members. This was done unofficially and permitted until 1869. At that time, The Society was told to conform with the 
official procedure of printing protective initials on the backs of its stamps. This practice having been initiated in 1867. 





Unofficial overprint Unofficial overprint Official underprint Official underprint 
(narrow spacing.) (wide spacing.) (narrow spacing.) (wide spacing.) 
OR a oo a kE 


Editor’s Note: This page and the next three pages are from the award winning exhibition of Dr. Harvey G. 
Tilles. In addition to collecting perfins and security markings, Dr. Tilles is an accredited APS 
Judge and was the compiler and editor of the Tilles Catalog which was the first illustrated 


catalog of the perfins of Great Britain. The entire exhibit will be presented in serial fashion 
in future editions. 
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THIEF-STAMP DETECTOR 


TO PREVENT THEFT 











tere 
k YE CFI È ‘AD LY 
In 1912. the British Post Office gave the W.H. Everett & ahs e ters H 
Son permission to utilize its concept of thief protection. : TA S 
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12 proof impressions. 


“EVERETT” 


THEE 






~ Price 


i “THE TIMES" 


“THE .PILFERING OF POSTAGE STAMPS.” - 


Many big firms have suffered from the petty pittering of : 













danger of allowing stamps to be in 

the hands of employees in such a state as to be negoti- 

able and only $ be identified if the thief is caught 

- red-handed, cheap and effective method will prove 
invaluable. 


Price (complete) One Pound. 


*,* This is not one-tenth of the price of a safe, but is a hundred 
times more effective. 


W. H. EVERETT & SON, LTD., 


Bell's Buildings, Salishury Square, London, E.C. Wu Ae Rite 444 





“THE NEWSAGENT AND BOOKSELLERS' REVIEW” says— 
TO CHECK THE POSTAGE-STAMP THIEF. 


“ Not satisfied with having done so much” (secured the consent of the Post-master General to print on the backs of postage stamps), 
“ Messrs. Everett have gone 8 step further, and made it possible for everyone to print his initials on the postage stamps himself. They have 
contrived a handy and clever little apparatus, which they call the ‘ Everett’ Thief-stamp Detector, by means of which half a sheet of stamps can 


be printed in a few seconds. This they are prepared to supply et the extremely reasonable price of £1. Messrs. Everett will be pleased to 
furnish the ‘ trade’ with particulars as to prices, &c.""—The Newsagent and Bouksellers' Review. 
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OFFICIAL AND UNOFFICIAL UNDERPRINTS OF GREAT BRITIAN 
TO PREVENT THEFT 


1867. the British Post Office offered the service of printing the company’s name under the gum. These 
vaicial underprint stamps were printed in the color of the stamp being issued by Perkins, Bacon, and 
Company. Five different companies availed themselves of the service until 1880. 


COPESTAKE, 


MOORE, 





CRAUFTON, é CO., 








J. & C. Boyd & Co Great Eastern Railroad 
7 Friday St. 


Oxford University Copestake 





Society Moore 46 St 
Crampton. & Co.. 


London 


Private companies printed their names over the gum with black or blue ink. The application of the 
stamp by licking the stamp and washing the stamp from the envelope, makes the legibilty of these under- 
prints extremely difficult. 





a ` 
WILLIAM sous A s 
> WRITELEY, UNITES; 
LONDON. ares 
Eres as ss 
Smith & Lister Pears William Vickers, 
(backward *S’) Soap Whitely Sons & Co. 
London Limited 
Sheffield 





Photograph of the stamps taken 
through the reverse of the cover. 





“Property of A & S Henry & 
Co.. Portland Street. 


Manchester’ 
SRSRETEEAE EEE ERE 
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UNDERPRINTS AND OVERPRINTS OF FRANCE, BELGIUM & SWITZERLAND 
AS PRECURSORS TO PERFINS 


TO PREVENT THEF1! 


Belgium-*G’ overprint for 
banking house of Mons. the 
Banque Paternostre- 
Guillochin. Emile Siraut & 
Cie. In use for about 2 
years. 










K JOURNEL a Cit 


BR, LANGER 





W SS 


France [888-"imprint ot 
“K.JOURNEL ct Cic’ 
Banker of Chauncy 


France 1872- “LANGER’ France 1872-‘C.L.h.P.M. et Co. à 
underprint. Charleville’. 


The French Post Office authorized the use of control underprints in the late 1800°s. However, the unofficial use of these underpritits 
were utilized by companies printing their names over the gum. 


CTIA p$ ree 





GeB 
Switzerland 1870-1872-Purple Switzerland 1933-Customs control “Buxtorf & Cie* Switzerland 1882-"E:.K. & ( 
overprint of Messrs. Geilinger & E. Kalin & Cie., Einsiedein 


Blum, Winterhur. 


The private cancellations were recognized by the Swiss Post Office and used between 1854 and 1882 


HEREESES ESSA ER ES 
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